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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CH, FR, PFOR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH REACTION TO TENG HSIAO-P'ING VISIT TO 
FRANCE 

REF: PARIS 12476 

BEGIN SUMMARY. THE FRENCH CONSIDER THE TENG HSIAO-P'ING 
VISIT TO HAVE BEEN A SUCCESS. PRC UNDERLINED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF FRANCO/CHINESE CONTACTS AND THE CONVERGENCE 
OF GOF AND PRC VIEWS. FRENCH WERE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED 
BY TENG'S APPARENT CONVICTION OF THE INEVITABILITY OF A 
WORLD WAR STARTING WITH USSR/US CONFLICT, BUT THOUGHT 
THE REASON FOR THE POSITION WAS THE POLITICAL UTILITY OF 
POINTING TO THE SOVIET MENACE. THE FRENCH WERE 
EMBARRASSED BY TENG'S CONSTANT ATTACKS ON THE USSR. 

TENG EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THE U.S. WAS NOW IN A 
STRONGER POSITION IN ASIA AFTER THE END OF INVOLVEMENT 
IN INDOCHINA AND IMPLIED THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER PUSH 
AGAINST EXISTING GOVERNMENTS, THEREBY FURTHER UPSETTING 
ASIAN STABILITY. EVEN IN SOUTH KOREA THERE WOULD BE 
MAINTENANCE OF THE STATUS QUO. GOF WAS INCLINED TO 
ACCEPT TENG'S VIEWS AS EXPRESSING PRC POLICY, BUT MORE 
RADICAL PRC ACTIONS LATER HAVE PROVOKED SOME DOUBTS. 
GISCARD WAS VERY SURPRISED BY TENG'S STATEMENT AT 
DINNER (NOT IN FORMAL TALKS) THAT IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT 
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FRANCE UNDERGO A SOCIAL REVOLUTION. TENG MADE PRACTICAL- 
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LY NO MENTION OF MAO OR CHOU. END SUMMARY 

1. FRANCO-CHINESE RELATIONS. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR 
ASIA, DUZER, GAVE EMBOFF MAY 30 A RATHER PHILOSOPHICAL 
RUNDOWN OF FRENCH IMPRESSIONS OF TENG HSIAO-PING'S 
MAY 12-17 VISIT TO FRANCE. DUZER SAID FRENCH HAD COME 
TO TWO PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS: (A) THE PRC HAS AN 
OBVIOUS DESIRE (MADE EVEN CLEARER DURING TENG'S VISIT 
THAN DURING POMPIDOU'S 1973 VISIT TO PEKING) TO MAINTAIN 
A DIALOGUE WITH FRANCE. GOF THINKS PRC CONSIDERS IT 
IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN CONTACTS WITH EUROPE AND IN 
PARTICULAR FRANCE, FOR GENERAL CONSULTATIONS ON MAJOR 
ISSUES. THE IMPORTANCE THE PRC ACCORDS TO FRANCE WAS 
MADE CLEAR BY "PROTOCOL" GESTURES AS WELL AS THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE TALKS. (B) THE CONVERGENCE OF FRENCH 
CHINESE VIEWS. ON MAY 16 TENG SAID THAT THE SUBJECTS ON 
WHICH THE PRC AND GOF AGREED WERE FAR MORE NUMEROUS THAN 
ONE MIGHT THINK. THE GOF BELIEVED THAT THIS REMARK 
REFERRED PARTICULARLY TO THE COMMON ATTITUDE OF THE TWO 
COUNTRIES TOWARD BASIC INDEPENDENCE, IN THE CASE OF 
FRANCE, A WILLINGNESS TO DISAGREE WITH THE U.S. AND IN 

THE CASE OF CHINA A REFUSAL TO ADHERE TO BLOC OPINIONS. 

IN ADDITION, TENG MADE IT CLEARER NOW THAN EVER BEFORE 
THAT THE PRC SUPPORTED FRANCE'S POSITION FAVORING 
BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND THE DEVELOP- 
ING COUNTRIES. DUZER NOTED THAT THIS POLICY WAS IN 
ACCORD WITH TENG'S CALL AT UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL 
SESSION FOR GREATER COOPERATION BETWEEN THE "SECOND 
WORLD" AND THE DEVELOPING WORLD. THE PRC POLICY WAS 
NOT WITHOUT AMBIGUITY SINCE CHINA SUPPORTED MANY 
RADICAL "THIRD WORLD" THESES WHICH WERE OPPOSED BY THE 
GOF. DUZER NOTED THAT THE GOF DID NOT EXPECT ANY 
SUPPORT FROM THE PRC FOR THE POLICIES ON ENERGY AND 
COMMODITIES WHICH FRANCE IS DISCUSSING WITH THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

2. INEVITABILITY OF WAR. THE GOF THOUGHT ONE OF THE 
MOST CURIOUS ASPECTS OF TENG'S PRESENTATION OF 
CHINESE VIEWS WAS THE INSISTANCE ON THE INEVITABLE 
CATASTROPHE OF A WORLD WAR. ALTHOUGH TENG ADMITTED 
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THAT IT MIGHT NOT BREAK OUT FOR TEN, TWENTY OR THIRTY 
YEARS, THE INEVITABLE WAR, STARTING BETWEEN THE U.S. 

AND USSR, APPEARED TO BE AN ARTICLE OF FAITH. THE GOF 
FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE TO WHAT EXTENT THIS 
VIEW WAS A DOCTRINAL, IDEOLOGICAL POSITION AND TO WHAT 
EXTENT IT WAS DESIGNED MERELY TO SERVE SHORT-TERM 
POLITICAL PURPOSES, THAT IS TO UNDERLINE THE SOVIET 
MENACE. IT IS CLEAR TO THE FRENCH THAT THE PRC VIEWS 
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THE USSR AS A COUNTRY DEVOTED TO GEOGRAPHIC MILITARY 
AND ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND DREAMING OF WORLD DOMINATION. 
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BY UNDERLINING THIS DANGER, DUZER COMMENTED, THE PRC 
HAS THE MOST EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT AGAINST THE "FINLANDIZA- 
TION" OF THE COUNTRIES AROUND IT AND FOR ENCOURAGING 
GREATER EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE RESPONSE TO THE SOVIET 
DANGER. AN AMBIGUITY IN THE CHINESE POSITION WAS 
WHETHER THE PRC BELIEVED THAT A SOCIAL REVOLUTION, 
INCLUDING ONE IN THE USSR TO OVERTHROW ' SOCIAL IMPERIAL- 
ISM", COULD ALTER THE "INEVITABILITY" OF THE WORLD 
CATASTROPHE. 

3. USSR/US BALANCE OF POWER. TENG UNDERLINED THE PRC 
VIEW THAT THE USSR HAS NEVER STOPPED STRENGTHENING 
ITSELF MILITARILY. THE U.S. HAS FOR SOME TIME BEEN 
RELYING ONLY ON ITS NUCLEAR ADVANTAGE, WHICH THE U.S. 

WAS NOW PERMITTING TO ERODE. GIVEN THE CRUSHING 
SUPERIORITY OF SOVIET CONVENTIONAL ARMS, THE PRC THOUGHT 
THE U.S. WAS INCREASINGLY UNABLE TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE 
WITH THE USSR. HENCE THE NECESSITY. ACCORDING TO THE 
PRC, FOR THE U.S. TO HAVE THE SUPPORT OF EUROPE AND OF 
JAPAN IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE WITH THE USSR. 
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DUZER COMMENTED THAT TENG DID NOT GO TO THE LOGICAL 
CONCLUSION OF NOTING THE ADVANTAGES OF ADDING PRC 
STRENGTH TO THAT OF THE US, EUROPE AND JAPAN TO OPPOSE 
THE USSR. DUZER SAID THERE WAS CLEARLY A CONTRADICTION 
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BETWEEN THE PRC PROPAGANDA STANCE OF REPROACHING THE US 
FOR THE NUCLEAR ARMS RACE AND THE FEAR THAT THE US WOULD 
LOSE OUT TO THE USSR IN THIS RACE. THE GOF HAD COME TO 
THE CONCLUSION THAT THE REPROACH GREW OUT OF THE DOCTRI- 
NAL CRITICISM OF ' TWO SUPER POWERS" AND SHOULD NOT BE 
TAKEN SERIOUSLY. THE REAL PRC VIEW WAS THAT THE DANGER 
COMES FROM ONLY ONE SUPER POWER, THE USSR. THE FRENCH 
WERE EMBARRASSED BY THE VEHEMENCE OF TENG’S ATTACKS ON 
THE USSR IN HIS CONFIDENTIAL TALKS AND PUBLIC STATEMENTS. 

4. PRC VIEW OF SOUTH EAST ASIA. TENG SAID THE PRINCIPAL 
PROBLEM IN SOUTH EAST AND MUCH OF THE REST OF ASIA WAS 
THE SOVIET EFFORT TO CHASE OUT THE US. THE PRC WAS CON- 
CERNED THAT ANY US DRAWBACK WOULD RESULT IN A SOVIET AD- 
VANCE TO FILL THE VACUUM. THE ONE EXCEPTION WAS INDO- 
CHINA WHERE TENG SAID SPECIFICALLY THAT THE US HAD BEEN 
OPPOSING THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AND NOT BLOCKING USSR OC- 
CUPATION OF A VACUUM. IT WAS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT TENG 
SPOKE OF THE INABILITY OF THE US TO KILL TEN FLEAS WITH 

TEN FINGERS. AT NO POINT DID TENG INDICATE THAT PRC 
CRITICISM OF US "OVEREXTENSION" APPLIED TO ANY PART OF 
ASIA OTHER THAN INDOCHINA. THERE WAS NO IMPLICATION THAT 
THE US SHOULD FURTHER RETRENCH, PULLING BACK FROM OTHER 
AREAS SUCH AS THAILAND. 

5. SOUTH KOREA. TENG NOTED, WITH RESPECT TO SOUTH KOREA 
THAT THE PRC FULLY SUPPORTS THE NORTH KOREAN POSITION ON 
"PEACEFUL REUNIFICATION." WHEN THE FRENCH SPOKE OF EF- 
FORTS TO REDUCE TENSION IN KOREA, TENG SAID THE PRC DID 
NOT EXPECT ANY REAL UPSET ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA, BUT 
RATHER A MAINTENANCE OF THE STATUS QUO. 

6. FRENCH APPRAISAL OF PRC FOREIGN POLICY. DUZER FOUND 
LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TENG'S VERSION OF ASIAN SECUR- 
ITY DEVELOPMENTS AND THAT GIVEN IN 1973 TO PRESIDENT 
POMPIDOU BY CHOU. IN GENERAL THE FRENCH WERE SOMEWHAT 
ENCOURAGED BY WHAT APPEARED TO BE A VERY MODERATE PRC 
POSITION FAVORING INTERNATIONAL STABILITY. HOWEVER, 

AFTER TENG'S DEPARTURE, DUZER HAD NOTED THE NEW PRC 
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MESSAGES OF A MORE REVOLUTIONARY NATURE TO BURMA, INDO- 
NESIA AND MALAYSIA, AND WAS NOW A LITTLE LESS SANGUINE 
ABOUT THE ROLE WHICH THE PRC MIGHT PLAY IN ASIA. DUZER 
THOUGHT THERE MIGHT BE SOME DISPUTE WITHIN PRC LEADERSHIP 
WHICH COULD RESULT IN AT LEAST VERBAL SUPPORT FOR EXTREM- 
IST ELEMENTS IN ASIA. ON THE OTHER HAND, TENG'S VERY 
SPECIFIC AND STRONG REFERENCE TO THE DANGERS OF AN USSR 
AGGRESSIVE ROLE IN ASIA SEEM TO INDICATE THAT HE FAVORED 
SUPPORT FOR EXISTING GOVERNMENTS. 

7. SOCIAL REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. DURING THE COURSE OF 
ONE OF THE DINNERS, TENG SAID THAT HE BELIEVED FRANCE 
WOULD UNDERGO A SOCIAL REVOLUTION. HE COULD NOT 
PREDICT WHETHER IT WOULD BE IN TEN OR 20 YEARS, BUT 
FRENCH SOCIETY WAS SUCH THAT A REVOLUTION WAS INEVITABLE. 
DUZER NOTED THAT NO ASIAN EXPERT HAD BEEN CLOSE ENOUGH 
TO TAKE NOTE OF WHAT TENG REALLY SAID. THE FRENCH 
DECIDED THAT TENG PROBABLY BELIEVED WHAT HE SAID AND 
MIGHT PERHAPS BE BASING THIS VIEW ON SOME OF THE MORE 
EXTREME INTERPRETATIONS OF THE MAY 1968 UPHEAVAL IN 
FRANCE. DUZER COMMENTED THAT THIS DOCTRINAL 
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POSITION, DID NOT INFLUENCE THE BASIC PRC VIEW OF THE 
IMPORTANCE OF EUROPEAN UNION AND EUROPEAN DEFENSE IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. DUZER CONFIRMED THAT GISCARD 
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HAD BEEN STUNNED BY TENG'S CONVICTION OF THE INEVITABIL- 
ITY OF REVOLUTION AND THOUGHT IT SHOWED TENG WAS MIS- 
INFORMED ABOUT EUROPEAN REALITIES. 

8. REFERENCE TO MAO TSE-TUNG AND CHOU EN-LAI. THE 
FRENCH WERE SOMEWHAT SURPRISED BY TENG'S ALMOST 
COMPLETE LACK OF REFERENCE TO MAO TSE-TUNG AND CHOU 
EN-LAI. MAO’S NAME WAS NOT MENTIONED ONCE, AND CHOU'S 
NAME WAS BASICALLY MENTIONED ONLY WHEN TENG SPOKE OF 
BRINGING GREETINGS FROM CHOU AND CONVEYING THE INVITA 
TION TO CHIRAC FROM CHOU AND TO GISCARD FROM CHU TEH 
AND CHOU. IT WAS CLEAR THROUGHOUT THE CONVERSATIONS 
THAT TENG WAS SPEAKING AUTHORITATIVELY FOR HIS GOVERN- 
MENT AND WAS NOT JUST CONVEYING WORDS FROM ANY OTHER 
FIGURE. 

RUSH 
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